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26 VOTES anp PROCEEDINGS, November, 1799:

« By the houfe of delegates, Dccember 24, 1799 Read the fecond time and-will pafs.

¢ By order, W. HARWOOD; clk.”
And the bill, entitied, An a& declaring a road leading to a fork of Conowago:road in Baltimore -
county a public highway, thus cndorfed; By the houfe of declegates, December 244 1799:. -
« Read the firlt and fecond time by cfpecial order and will pafs. .

« By order, W. HARWOOD, clk.”
érdered that the {aid bills be engroffed. .
"The refolution in favour of Edward Norwood, the bill, entitled, A fupplement to an-aél, en-
titled, An aét to direét defeents, the bill, entitled, An adl authorifing the levy court of Caroline
county to dppoint conftables in the different towns and villages in {aid county, the bill, cntitled,
An aé direfQling the mode of cxecuting conveyances of lots.in the city of Wathington, fold by
David Burnes in his life-time, and-for other purpofes, and the bill; entitled,. An acl to regulate

cleflions, were fent to the houfe of delegates by the clerk. -
'The fenate adjourns until to-morrow morning 10 o’clock.

WEDNES DA Y, December 25, 1799.

YHE fenatc met. Prefent the fame members as on yefterdsy. The proceedings of yefterday,
were read. o
Mr. Hammond, from the committee to whom the bill, entitled, An st to regulatc public fer-
ries, was committed, reported the faid bill with certain amendments.
‘The faid bill was then read the fecond time and paffed with the propofed amendments.
Amendments propofed. Strike out.the firft fe@tion, and in lieu thereof infert as follows: « Be
it enacted, by the general affembly of Maryland, That the county courts of the feveral counties-
within this* {tate fhall be and they are hereby aunthorifed and empowered, annually, to grant.a
licence or licences to any approved perfon or perions applying for the fame, to keep a public
fzrry acrofs any bays, rivers or other waters, at any place within their county where a public or
licenfed ferry is now kept, or where a public road.is now or fhall hereafter be eltablithed, to the
bank or edge of fuch water, if the faid court fhall be of opinion that a public ferry ought to be
eablifhed, and fuch licence fhall authorife the perfon to whom the fume is granted to keep a pub-
lic ferry acrofs the bay, river or other water, therein mentioned, to any other pwblic landing or
road coming to the other fide thercof, and fpecificd in the faid licence, and from thence back
again; and no fuch licence fhall fpecify more than two places, one on each fide of the water
therein mentioned, between which fuch ferry may be kept, except in cafes of ferries acrofs the
Lay, in which, for the purpofes of public cenvenience and accommodation, and to encourage fuch
expenfive undertakings by individuals, a more extenlive privilege or authority may be allowed in
one licence, at the difcretion of the court granting the fame; and all ferry licences fhall be re-
newed annually.” Strike out the words ¢ juftices of the feveral levy” inr,lghc ninth line of the
fecond page, and infert ¢ feveral county.”  Strike out from the word ¢ their” in the fame line
to the word « if” in the tenth line of the fecond page, both inclufive, and infert «’fuch time or
times, and as often as.” After the word ¢ fecurities” in the feventeenth line of the third page
infert  refiding in the county where fuch licence fhall be granted.” Strike out the third fedtion,
and in lieu thereof infert the following claufe : ¢ And be it enaéted, That if the proprietor or pro-
prietors of the land at any place now ufed as a public ferry, or where a public ferry may hereafter
be eftablifhed or fet up according to the provifions of this a&, fhall refufe or neglect for the fpace
of two months to take out a licence agreeably to this aél, or to rent the houfes and land com-
moniy ufed with, or neceffary for, fuch ferry, to fome perfon to be approved of by the faid court,.
who will take out a licence ior the fame, or be under any difability to take out a licence, or to
rent as aforefaid, by reafon whereof the fume fhall be delayed to be done, to-the inconvenience
of the public, for the fpace of three months beyond thg annual time for granting fuch ferry li-
cences, in fuch cafe the county court of the county in which fuch land fhall lie, fhall iffue their
warrant to the fheriffl of their county, to fummon twelve refpectable difinterefted perfons, quali-
fied by law to be jurymen, and zifo the furveyor of the county, to meet on-the premifes, on a
day by him to be appointed. of which due and timely notice fhall be given by the faid fheriff to
the owner or owners, pofleilor or poffeffors, of fuch land; and the faid juryfhall then and there,.
upon viewing the place, determine how much land, not exceeding two acres, and not including
the dwelling-houfe, garden, orchard or mecadow, of the owner or pofleflor, or any part thercof,
fhall be neceffary and moft convenient to be laid off for the ufe of fuch ferry,and the faid furvey-
or, under their direflion, fhall furvey and lay off the fune, and make a correét plot and certi-
fic.te thereof, and fhall delivdr the {ame to the faid fheriff, to be returned to the next count
ccurt; and the faid jury fhall then 2nd there eftimzte the value of the faid land, in doing whic%:.
they thall take into confideration all the advautages of its fituation for the purpofes of keepinga !
ferty, or purfuing any other bufinefs, having firit taken an oath, or affirmation, as the cafe may
be, juftly and impartially to value the faid land; and they fhall make an inqueft of their proceed-
ings as aforefaid, under their hands and feals, which fhall be.returned by the faid fheriff, with
the certificate and plat aforefirid, to the next county court; and if the proprietor of the faid land
fliall think himfelf aggrieved by the quantity of land ]aid off; er by the manner of laying off the
fame, or by the valuation thercof by the faid jury, it fhall and.may be lawful for him or her to
apply to the faid county court; at any time before the end of the next court to that at which the
inqueft aforefaid fhall be returned, who may, in a fummary way, examine the faid proceedings,
and rati’y or corret the fame in any of the particulars abdve mentioned, and fhall thereupon ;r‘
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